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| State of Diſerveries m by Mr. Cornmexr Gonvox, ond Memo ial 


1 the D* oath 


TR. Gordon, from natural appearances upon a ele 5 8 
ſtance plentifully produced in the Grampian Hills,“ was led 15 


to think that a dying or colouring ware might be thence obtained. Te 
After many experiments, and much application, Mr. Gordon had 


= ths pleaſure of producing 4 dye ware, which anſwered all the pur- 0 
poſes to which + archel was applied. 


Further trials evinced that the new material might be, i ina certain 


degree, ſubſtituted for indigo, and cochineal. The proportions were 
ſoon aſcertained with preciſion ; the new article ſaved one third of 

indigo in ſtriking the various ſhades of blue and purple on filk and : 
cotton ; and one fourth of cochineal 1 in every caſe where that high- 0 
priced article Was neceflary, ſcarlets and high pinks excepted. 


To this new invented dye Mr. Gordon 1 5 the appolletion. of 


Cudbear from his own Chriſtian . . 

I ſuch caſes, it is not enough to produce 3 an article of com» 
| merce. It behoves the inventor to eſtabliſh it, not only againſt Y 
the prejudices which a oreat number of mankind entertain to novelty; 
but what is ſtill more difficult, againſt the intereſted views of the 
traders in thoſe articles, the conſumption of which 1 18 propoſed to be 5 

Aiminiſbed, or ſuperceded by the new diſcovery. 


Mr: Gordon maintained a long and an olſtinate „ of hid. 


kind, and only ſucceeded at laſt by ſubmitting to the extraordinary 


toil of perſonally inftruRing the Hyers and manufacturers in the | 
uſe of the Cudbear. „ 
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This done, a company for manufacturing that article was eſtab- 


liſhed at Leith; the partners were Mr. Gordon and his brother ; 
ſupported by a conſiderable mercantile houſe 1 in the RES. city 


of Edinburgh. 
The failure of that houſe; in conſequence 61 . connections, 0 


brought on the diſſolution of the company, and all the bad conſe- 
quences attending a ſudden and unexpected ſtop in an infant manufacture. 


The merit, however, of the Cudbear had been, by this time, ſo far 


eſtabliſhed, that a new company was ſoon aſterwards formed in Glaſgow. 


The prejudices « of the practical dyers gave way by degrees; - the new 


article came into more general uſe and eſtimation ; in conſequence of 


which the importation of archel has decreaſed almoſt to a trifle; 


0 and the importation of the articles of indigo and cochineal has like- 


wile diminiſhed, and will continue to diminiſh in the e 
before mentioned. 5 


The Glaſgow company have been Ne by ſeveral aer, and 


at this moment the manufacture is carried on in London, Briſtol, ? 


Mancheſter, Leeds; and in Leith. 


Mr. Gordon, however, has not | eſcaped me misfortune uſually 


attendant on inventors in the arts. 


The extraordinary expences incurred in the manns Tune ad im- 


provement of the Cudbear, as well as the ſtruggle for eſtabliſhing 1 It; 
_ occaſioned the contraction of conſiderable debts, to diſcharge which he 
was obliged to ſell out his ſhare in the Glaſgow company. 


The peculiarity of Mr. Gordon's fituation, 1 in being excluded from 2 


: the advantages of a manufacture eſtabliſhed by himſelf, would have 
been diſtreſſing, had it not been alleviated by the hopes of 1 new and 
| more important 44 liſeoveries | in the art of dying. 


The introduction of Cudbear had already eſtabliſhed the dyes of : 


| blue, purple, and crimſon, to be uſed on wool, filk, and other animal 
| ſubſtances; I and Mr. Gordon now directed his attention to find out 
1 materials that might anſwer on the manufactures of cotton and linen. 


His ſtudy and application were at laſt ſo far rewarded, by diſcover- 


f ing that the N blament, by Le may be 1 . 
5 = W 155 8 ie eee 


 ProdlileRiion for hit ſyſtem 1 is intended to be marked by this circumſtance, 


e OD 


with all the variety of colours, equal in luſtre, and with the ſame 


eaſe and ſafety to the ſubject, as wool, filk, or other animal ſubſtance. 


This capital fact being eſtabliſhed in two or three inſtances, rea- 


ſonable grounds were then given to ſuppoſe, tbat every individual 


plant was, by a ſuitable proces, c capable of producing one or other 


of the original colours of light, or a e or r ſhade of that colour 
= peculiar 2 elf. 
Every ſucceflive ive experiment afforded an additional proof, ad deter- : 
mined Mr. Gordon to dedicate his whole time, and the remainder of 
his fortune, to an inveſtigation of the powers of the common indi- : 
genous plants in the production of colours. N 
Mr. Gordon ſelected one ſpecies out of each genus marked by Tourne- 
-; Fort; * to the number of ninety, and in making this choice, he was 
8 principally directed: by the circumſtance of the plants being common - 
in our own. fields and foreſts, or capable of caſy cultivation i in the 
climate of Great Britain. . 
The inveſtigation, after all, 15 gone no farther than one to ninety, 
even according to T ournefort. Fee books, how 11 - filled up 
by it, each book conſiſting of one hundred and 5 . 
of beautiful and elegant dyes, ſtruck upon cotton and linen. 
To exhibit the primary colours by themſelves, Mr. Gordon has = 
diſplayed and arranged them in a ſixth book, which may be conſidered 
as the ſummary, or ſubſtance of the preceding five. 
. Theſe ſpecimens are attended with diſtinct catalo gues of the RED 
from which they were produced. oF 
Having proceeded ſo far, Mr. Gordon found 1181 he 6018 not, in 
juſtice to himſelf or his undertaking, go on without aid from the 
” public. He has done more than enough to eſtabliſh the principle of .- 
-- His diſcovery, and to ſubſtantiate the improvements which muſt ne- 
; 3 be derived to the manufactures of this kingdom. 


Should the uſe of che article of madder alone be ſaperceded by 


. The 3 of this 1 proved ſafficient foe Neri the enquiry. No | 


the 
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the ſpontaneous, and at preſent uſeleſs productions of our own 


country, the ſaving muſt of itſelf be of capital importance. For 


that dying ware, Holland draws ſome hundred thouſand pounds 
annually from Great Britain. 


Mr. Gordon has not brought Brad Ki diſcoveries | to the public 


in the firſt inſtance. They have been ſubmitted to the examination - 
of the principal merchants, mavufacturers, and dyers ; - and he has 
the great ſatisfaction of annexing to this paper certificates in their 
favour from Leeds, Wakefield, Hallifax, e N Glaſ- 5 
gow and Paiſley. os e EN 
It is not long Ane parliament condeſeended to beſtow ak 6 re- 
wards for the production of ſingle colours only. One gentleman > 


obtained three thouſand pounds for ayellow ; and another a much 28 5 8 
= ſum for a colour! in imitation of ſcarlet. „ 85 


Mr. Gordon, without meaning or wiſhing | to detract He the 


merits of theſe ingenious men, appeals to the manufacturers of Great 


Britain, whether the diſcovery of the Cudbear alone, be ot already 5 
of more e to the nation, than either | or - both of the articles 
7 8 laſt mentioned. „„ 1 4 1 . 
In place of a Sagle colour, he; is now v ready t to 1 to the public 0 
the whole original colours, and all their variety of ſhades, without the 
aid of an article from foreign parts; and he humbly apprehends, 
that no diſcoy ery. whatever can tend ſo much to place the manufac- 
tures of Great Britain beyond the powers of rivalſhip. „ . 
It is: Mr. Gordon' I great object to bring forward his laſt diſcove- 
ries into practice, and to ſee them eſtabliſhed during his own life 
time. He 18 alſo moſt deſirous to extend his enquiries, by a proper 
inveſtigation of as many of the untried e e as his 8 
f time ſhall permit. 5 N | . 
For theſe purpoſes he thinks himſelf entitled 1 humbly to requeſt 
the ald of Parliament. e 


7 


" 
8 
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To ſhow the aicreaſ mg Conſumption of the Article of C aber: M.. Gordon 
has extracted from the Cuftom- Houſe an Account of the Quantities umporied . 


mito London for thr ee 2 car's, which here follows verbatim, 


"Ar. account of Rock Moſ joe hen: from the 


_ of April, 1781, till the 18th of November, 1783 incluſive, and 85 
what their value Was ſworn to be at the time of importation. | 


An no 


| 1781 From Gottenbur 8 


Total impor ted this year | 1. $1 tons. 1 Sr 


17 


1 ditto I nes 78 tons, N 


Total imported this year 122 tons 
1783 Imported this year 28 tons, 1 
From ditto this year 90 tens, at 


Total imported this Fear 312 tons. 


ee London, 
Apr 2,1 7185. 


The foregoing | is extracted from the landing waiter 8 books, kept 
in the office by : : 


(Signed): ; Ken. Macpherſon, 
Northern European, Jerqr. 
. Mr. 


67 tons, valued at £: 11 each 
From ditto N 14 tons, valued at is each 


| Imported n ditto e 33 tons, 5 at 16 each 


14 each 


14 each 
8 at 13 each 
From ditto this Four: — 9 tons, e "4 eanh- 


wes — pa a. ECP Way e 3 
* , "RY" en e 8 * 


5 Saved to | Great Britain in \ the years 1781, 1782 and 1783 3. oma 


TT ry ) 

Mr. Gordon has not enquired into the quantities at the other 

if 66 e 5 

No Cudbear weed was. imported before ths year 1781, the Jean 
being ſupplied from the Highlands, but ſo many men were after- 
Wards taken for the army, that hands could not be found to col- 
leck it. This obliged the Glaſgow Cudbear company to ſend a 
perſon to inſpect the countries of Sweden and Norway. The weed 
Was there found in abundance, and labour being remarkably low, the c 
Swedes have ever ſince been enabledto make it an article of commerce. 
As the weed alſo grows in abundance upon all the mountainous 


Parts of Great Britain, it is hoped that the manufacturers may be 
again ſupplied at home. The expence of collecting a ton of Britiſh 


Cudbear is from 3ol. to 361. "The price of the ſame quantity upon | 
Importation, at an average, is 131. This has enabled government 
to lay a duty of 2 51. per cent. ad valorem, upon the 1 importation of it, 
which muſt afford 7: conſiderable 1 revenue ſhould ſuch een be : 


continued. 


Mr. Gordon hopes that all ces "ll he particularly take 


notice, that the price of one ton of archel formerly 9 from 5 
: the Canaries, was from L150 to £300. = So 


Alſo that the Cudbear has entirely ſuperceded the importation of 
that article, and that the people Who formerly were employed as 


 archel makers, are at this moment employed in the manufacture 


of Cudbear, under the title of Englith Archel, or Rock Moſs. 


A ton of Cudbear weeds, or rock moſs, produces an equal quantity 


of dye ware with! a ton of Archel. The above extract from the Cuſ- 
5 tom - Houſe books proves that 504 tons of Cudbear were imported! into 
London alone in three years, which therefore ſaved an equal e 
of Archel. The a ccount therefore will ſtand thus, . 
| 504 tons Archel, at an average of £2: 200 per ton 


would have been — a, 7 — _ £10000 : 


: 504 tons Cudbear, a at an av rorage e of f[13—colt only 8 d 


it 


Ei If to this ſum be added the o ng upon indigo and cocllineal 

for which archel upon account of its inferior ſtrength could not be 
i: ſubſtituted ; the diſcovery it may be preſumed 1 13 N entitled 
1 8 to the attention of the Billa. 


85 6 Addreſſed) 
Henry Diner 201 William Wilber 1580 1 | 


5 | Members of parliament for the . of. Yorke. 


; Leeds, * 31 8 178 s 
SIRS, _—_ 1785 


W E w choſe names are hereunder th, merchants 
at Leeds, certify, that we well know the perſons whoſe names are 


ſubſcribed to the incloſed certificate, and we believe them to be good 

judges of what are the proper ingredients to be employed in the art 
of dying; we therefore take the liberty of introducing and recom- 
mending Mr. Gordon to your notice and protection:! in this matter. 


We are reſpefully, 


$ TR. fs - 8 
- Yo our moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervants, 


5 TDs Mayor, 
_ Joſeph Fountaine, Alderman, 
N Arth. Ikin, e 
. John Micklethwaite, 
William Cookſon, 2 
: John Wormald, 5 
„ Samuel C Oates, 1 100 Co 
Rhodes and Hebblothoyite, - 
Dixon and „ 
Bern. Biſchooff and Sons, 
John Markland and Sous, 5 
Horace Catane, : 
55 John Cookſon, 
= | Ridſdare and Beaumont, 
5 William Denniſon and Co. | 
Wolrich and Stansfield, 
Dawſon and Smith, 


W E the dyers of "pw being In 1 uſe 1 dyiug 


With Cudbaar for years paſt, do think the Aileen ery thereof very bene- 
ficial to our manufacture; and that the inventor and cſtabliſher, Mr. 
Cuthbert Gordon, has great merit therein, and does juſtly challenge 
the protection and countenance of his country, Mr. Gordon has 
alſo preſented us with colours, likewiſe the ſpontancous production 2 


of Great Britain, nothing inferior to madde r, an article for v hich we 


pay much money yearly, and without it our buſineſs cannot ſubſiſt. 

Ile has further ſhewn, that from our own natural growths every 
thing with regard to colour may be expected, and far below what 
we preſently pay for foreign dye- ſtults. 


We therefore do further think, that Mr. Gordon's merit in the 


preſent caſe, and the ady antages Z ariſing fra his former diſcoveries, 

> together with the very great probabil ity of 118 making yet greater 
diſcov cries, vindicates our ſang: une defire to have him appointed for 

_ inveſtigating the productions of Great Britain capable of dye-ſtufts, 
ſuperintendine the manufacture of the fame, and the application 
thereof, when manufactured, to their re pee 0 ſubjects; and from 
theſe contiderations, we Wat mly requeſt t that the Mayor and Alder- 
men of our good town of Leeds, do grant th \cir recommendation in 


frvour of Mr. Gordon, to our repreſentatives. In 1 parliament, for the 


John. Cloſe and Son, = 
Ann Rhodes and Sons, 
V ill 1am Car r and Son, 5 
William and John Carr, = 
N iliam Say ner, Fo. | 
Elizabeth W alker, 
Clapham and Hall 
Samuel O2 tes, Sons, and Co. = 
D aw eon and Smith, 


C2; 2: 5 „ Saved 


David Farrer and Sons, 
William Gilyard, 
James Whitely, 
William and Richard Smith, 
John and Joſeph Holroyd, | 
Wolrich and Stansfield, 
Joſeph Chadwich. 


Ley 22d January, 178 5. 


Wakefield, 


5 Wakefield, February I, 1585, 


By E. hate names are lere under written, mercha ants at 


Ty akefield, certify, t | that we well know the perſons whole names arc 
ſabſcribed to the incloſed certificate; and We believe them to be 


good judges of What are the proper ingredients to be employed! in 


the art of dying; we therefore take the liberty of introducing and 
recommending Mr. Gordon to your notice and protection! in 1 this matters 


We are rel Pectfully, , 
8 I'R 87 7 
Your moſt chedicar” 
Humble ſervants, g 
8 Signed 5* 
Milnes' s and Heywoods 
| James Milnes and Company, * 
John and Jer. Naylor and Co. 
Danicl and Hans. Maude, 
Geo. Charnock and Sons, 1 
Geo. Oxley and Andrew Paterſon, 
Ridſdale and Johnſon, . 
Charles Steer and Sons. 


. 4 Addreſſed I 
Tenry Dubcorbe and William Wilberforce 
Eſqrs. | . 
Members of parliament f for the county of 


York. 


Wakefield, 


Wakefield, 1 11th p cbruary, 1 1785. 5 


W V E W hoſe names are fabſeribed; having prov ed the Ubi) 


of Cudbear for years paſt, do think the diſcovery thereof very benefi- 
cial to our manufacture, and that tlie inventor and eſtabliſher, Mr. 
? Cuthbert Gordon, hath great merit therein, | and doth Jolly: deſerve. 
the afliſtance and protection of his country. EE I 
Mr. Gordon hath alſo preſented us with colours, Ukewile the 8 
ſpontaneous production of Grcat Britain, Tar ſuperior to madder, an 
article for which we pay much moncy yearly, and without it our 
buſmeſs cannot well ſubſiſt. He hath further ſhewn, that from 
our own plants, every thing with regard to colour may | be expected, ; 
and far below tlie price we at prefent pay for foreign dyc-wares. „„ 
We therefore do further think, that Mr. Gordon's merit in the 
preſent caſe, and the advantages accruing from his former diſco- 
veries, together with the very great probability of his making ver. 
: greater diſcoverics, vindicate our ardent defire to haye him appointed 5 
for inveſtigating the productions of. Great Britain, c capable of dye- 


ing-wares, ſuperintending the manufacture of the ſame, and the 
application thereof, when manufactured, to their reſpective ſubjects 


and from theſe conſiderations, we warmly 1 requeſt that the hs . 
of this tow n of W aket field, do gr ant their recommendation in favour 
. of Mr. Gordon to our repreſentative: es in 1 nent, for the above 8 


Purpoſe; 83. 
7 Signed J: 
N Jol Hold fonh and Co. 


John: ndThomas Hallilay, 


Jonatl 1an Chamber , 185 
| Smith and Bloom, 5 
8 John Green, 


"Teeny" 


3 


615) 


"Henry Duncombe and William Wilberforce, Eſars. 


Members of Parliament for the county of Vork. 


55 TLEMEN, 


"A £ E whoſe Names are here under written, mer= 


chants at Hallifax, certify, that we well know the perſons whoſe 


names are ſubſcribed to the incloſed certificate, and we believe 


them to be good judges of what are the proper ingredients o be 
employed! in the art of dying. 35 Ds 95 


We therefore take the liberty of introducing and recommending 


Mr. Gordon to your notice and Protection in this matter. 


We are reſpectfully, 
Grx TIE, 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervants, : 
Jol in Edwards, 5 
Joſeph Edw ards, 
James Kerſhaw, 1 
Henry and Joſ-ph Hamer, 
Samuel and John Waterhouſe, 
5 Tohn and Samuel Lees, 
Jjoſeph Bramley, 
Bracken, Son, and Co. FE 
Cooke, Grimeſhaw, and Kirkſhaw, 
___ Chriſtopher and Joh in 1 Raydon, 5 
Dy ſon and Smith, 5 
John Bellamy, 
Jeremiah and William Raw ſon, 


WI the dyets of Hallifax, being! in the colin all 
Of dying with Cudbear for years paſt, do think the diſcovery thereof 
very beneficial to our manufactures, and that the inventor and eſta- 
blither, Mr. Cuthbert Gordon, has the greateſt merit therein, and 
| does juſtly challenge the protection and countenance of his country. 
Mr. Gordon has alſo preſented us with colours, likewiſe the ſpon- - 
taneous production of Great Britain, nothing inferior to madder, | 
an article for which we pay much money yearly, and without it 


our buſimeſs could not be performed. 


He has further ſhewn, that from the natural growth of our own . 
| country , every thing with regard to colours in general may be ex- 
” pected, and far below what we preſently pay for foreign dying ware. 


We therefore do further think that Mr. Gordon's merit in the pre- 


ſent caſe, and the advantages accruing from his former diſcoveries, 
together with the very great probability of his making yet greater 
1 acquiſitions to the dying art, vindicates our ſanguine deſires to have 
bim appointed for inveſtigating the productions of Great Britain re- 
5 lative to the dying buſineſs, ſuperintending the manufacture of the 
ſame, and the application thereof, when manufactured, to their reſ- 
5 pective ſubjects; and from theſe conſiderations _ we warmly requeſt, ”” 
8 that the gentlemen and merchants of our trading town of Hallifax, 
do grant recommendation in favour of Mr. Gordon to our W | 


natives! in barliament, for the above e LO 

- = (signed) 
Pleſber and 51% 5 
Abram and James Gibſon, 5 


155 Irvin, Stead, Holmes and Co. e 


Davidſon and Rae, 
Thomas Irvin and Co. 


5 Thomas 8 and Co. 


'SIRS, 


utility of Cudbear for years paſt, do think the diſcovery thereof very 
beneficial to our manufacture; | and that the inventor and eſtabliſher, 


Mr. Cuthbert Gordon, hath great merit therein, and doth juſtly de- . 
ſerve the aſſiſtance and protection of his country. 


SIRS, 


N E w hoſe names are ſubſcribes, hav ing ved the Ly 


Mr. Gordon hath alſo preſented us with colours, likewiſe the ſpon- 


5 taneous productions of Great Britain, far ſuperior to madder, All; 
1 5 article for which we pay much money yearly; ; and without it ür 
buſineſs cannot well ſubſiſt. He hath further ſhewn, that from 
our own plants every thing with regard to colour may be expected, 5 

and far below the price we at preſent pay for foreign dying wares. 
We therefore do further think, that Mr. Gordon' 8 merit in the pre- 
ſent caſe, and the advantages accruing from his former diſcoveries, 15 
together with the very great probability of his making yet greater 
diſcoveries, vindicates our ardent deſire to have him appointed for 
nn inveſtigating the productions of Great Britain capable of dying wares; 
ſuperintending the manufacture of the ſame, and the application 
thereof, when manufactured, to their reſpective ſubjects; and from 
theſe conſiderations, we take the liberty of introducing and recom- | 
mending Mr. Gordon to Four notice and protection. 


We are, reſpectfully, 
. 
N Vour moſt obedient humble Servants. 
| (Signed) | „ 
f "Charles - Lit Merchant, 
Thomas Smith, Merchant, 
Benjamin Smith, Merchant, 
Law, Nerrall and Sons, Merchants, 
John Royd and Sons, Merchants, 
3 e "Robert 


n 


(Addreſſed RY — 
: The Honorable: 


0 


18 


Robert Holt, 

John Holt, Junior, 
Secorge Walmſley, 5 
Richard Gore and Bonk; b 
John Holt, 


Robert Leech, 


James Holland, 
Thomas Ball, Dyer, 
Thomas Fildes, Dyer, 
James Taylor and Son, 
James Taylor and Jackſon, 
5 John 1 And e ; 


, T. Stanley and John Blackburn, 3 Efqrs. | 


Members of Parliament, 


County of Lancaſhire, | ; 


Rochdale Feb, 
14, 1785. 


Ex. Act of Council authorizing the Lord Provgſt to write a Recommendation 
in Favour of Mr. CUTHBERT | GonDon, 7 to the City's Member of 
Parliament, I 1784. WE e 


6 T Ginge; he neh day of January, , one thou- 
fand fe hundred and cighty-four „ 

WHICH day the magiſtrates and council of the city t Glace 
being in council aflembled, there was preſented to them a repre- 
ſentation and requeſt of the dyers and manufacturers of Glaſgow ; * 


ſberoing that Mr. Cuthbert Gordon having diſcovered 1 valuable and 
much-wanted dye-ſtuff called Cudbear; this dye- ſtuff he has now fo 


improved, as not only to anſwer all the purpoſes of archell, but 


alſo to ſtrike all the ſhades of blues and purples upon ſilks and 


Woollens with one third leſs indigo than formerly required to 
make theſe colours ſufficiently permanent; and likewiſe with one 
fourth leſs cochineal to ſtrike all the ſhades of that valuable and | high- : 
priced dye-ſtuff, ſcarlets only excepted. 5 a 
That Mr. Gordon hath lately dire bis attention to tha. cotton Z 
and linen manufacturies, which form very conſiderable branches of c 
the Britiſh trade; and has now | happily diſcovered natural pro- 
ductious of this kingdom capable of ftriking colours upon thoſe : 
vegetable ſubſtances; and more particularly, he has produced in 


0 cotton the colour known by the name of Nankeen, from the moſt com- 


mon to the higheſt red, which has hitherto defied all Europe. The 
Hendoo and gold yellows, blues and grays of a variety of ſhades, 
and a beautiful red ſuperior to madder, and nearly equal to that of _ 
the India red, even in its wild and uncultivated ſtate. Theſe diſ- 
coveries being made from a few of our ſpontaneous productions, 
from which this gentleman has already given us all the primary 
colours, and which he can afford to contract for in abundance 


D 2 3 . 


« 20 7% 

equal to any demand, at the low rate of twenty pounds per ton; 
we have every reaſon to believe, from his ingenuity and perſeverance, 
he will, if properly encouraged, proceed in further diſcoveries of 
dye-ſtuffs our own natural growths, highly bene to the trade 
and manufactures of this country. 

= Therefore, from the fulleſt neden of Mr. | Gordon's. merit, 
and from our experience of the great utility of his diſcoveries, of 
| his making ſtill greater diſcoveries, if duly encouraged to perſe- 
vere ; we, the dyers and manufacturers of the city of Glaſgow, 
| ſubſcribers of the ſaid repreſentations, do humbly pray the right 
| honourable. the lord provoſt and magiſtrates of Glaſgow to grant 
their recommendations to their repreſentative 1 in parliament to have 
Mr. Cordon appointed for inveſtigating our own productions capable x 


of dye-ſtuffs ; ; ſuperintending the manufacture of the ſame, and the. a 


application thereof, when manufactured, to their reſpective ſubjects EY 
| (fie ſubrs.) Peter Niſbet, Thomas T homſon, John Hutton, Andrew 
Hardie, John Brown, William Y oung, James French, James Thom- _ 
ſon, Robert Glen, Adam Grant, John Parker, Jun. David Brown. 
To which repreſentation there are ſubjoined two certificates of the 
following tenor: We the incorporation of dyers, in this city of - 


_ Glaſgow, ſubſcribers to the preceding page, having examined the 3 


colours produced by Mr. Gordon from the new diſcovered dye- | 


. ſtuffs, find them permanent and good, and recommend them to the i 


1 manufacturers as an object very worthy of their notice and attention, 5 
” (figned) Peter Niſbet Deacon. We ſubſcribers, | the Deacon and : 


5 Maſters, as repreſenting the incorporation of weavers and manu- N 


0 facturers! in Glaſgow, having examined the whole colours produ 5 


: by Mr. Gordon, from the new diſcovered dye-ſtuffs of this country, 


think that he deſerves the higheſt merit from this new beneficial 1 
invention, which in the end may turn out to the higheſt advantage 


to this country, and therefore we humbly beg leave to recommend 
him to the Lord Provoſt and the Magiſtr ates and Council of Glaſgow, 7 
as a perſon of merit, whoſe abilities may be applied to the greateſt 
advantage of manufactures and commerce of Scotland, and worthy . 
of the recommendation to our repreſentative | in | parliament, for the 


pu rpoſes 


7 21 ) | 
purpoſes mentioned in the prayer of the foregoing petition, provi- 
ding Mr. Gordon does not make a monopoly of the invention of 


dye: ſtußs he has found out. (fic ſubs.) John Reid, deacon, James 
Richardſon, collector, James Scott, Matthew Shaw, William Muir, 
James Chapman, David Dalglieſh, Thomas Arthur, Chriſtopher _ 
Beck, William Shaw, Robert Morriſon, James Inghs, Alexander 
Campbell, John Simpſon, John Paul, William Scott. Which repre= 
ſentation being read to and conſidered by the magiſtrates and council 
now convened, they remit to, and authoriſe Patrick Colquhoun, 
Eq. lord provoſt, to write a recommendatory letter in favour of 
the ſaid Mr. Cuthbert Gordon, to the member of parliament for the 
city of Glaſgow, In ſuch terms as his lordſhip mall judge proper. 
Extracted from the records of the magiſtrates and council of the city 
of See on this and the three preceding pages, by me their clerk, 


Ce John Wilſon, 


8 5 
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Copy of a Laier adareſed to the | Right Hasel the Led Alea, * 
Scotland, Member N Parliament * the Ci Gly of Glaſgow. 5 


| Glaſgony Jay 19, TY 


4 


MY. LORD, 


4 N the mouth of Jury laſt, 1 was 1 Te 

by the magiſtr ates and council of this city to repreſent to Mr. Craw - 
i "ford; their member of parliament, that the bearer hereof, "Mo, 
: Cuthbert Gordon, appeared to them, from evidence that he pro- 
duced, to be a man of great ingenuity and merit, and who had 
made ſome very important diſcoveries in the method of dying 
various colours, from materials of the natural productions of this 
country, which has been found to be of ou uſe. to our ma- i 
nufacturers. 0 | 0 5 | 

Mr. Gordon not having proceeded. to * in the months of 0 4 
January laſt, as he once propoſed, having returned me Mr. Crawford” doe 
letter, and requeſted one to your lordſhip, as our preſent member, 
J cannot do leſs, in conſequence of the reſolution of the council, 
than to introduce Mr. Gordon to your lordſhip, requeſting you 


N would have the goodneſs to give him whatever countenance and 


protection the object of his preſent a 1 (when fully explained) 55 
ſhall ſeem to merit. He 
1 have tle honour 0 ben wit h great reſpec, 
My Lob, 
F our lordſhip! s moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 5 8 
ned) Patrick algen, Provoſt. 
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A view of the „mag; faved by uſing Cudbear 1 in 

0 g blues. 1 85 

2 Per William Young J and Adam Grant 8 experiments, in | Decem- 1 
5 ber, 1779, in a water or goe vatt: 

Three pounds of Fe on ayed 48 pounds of of cloth. 7 
2 good deep blue — — . 4 

5 Two pounds of very anne indigo at 7 ſhillings, © 0 14 3 

One pennyworth of Cudbear to each pound b „ 
of cloth r — 0 4 o 0 18 : o = 


— 


—W— - 


Th. c ſaving of 15 per cent. e Wl 0 + o 
N. B. The laſt dyed the exact ſame quantity of cloth equaily deep 
e and much more e beautiful, and a finer ee. Es 
'» 1 5 0 5 e 5 . = e William Young, | 5 
— ; 8 Adam Grant. 
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1 N E take: "te ben to essen Nr. Cuthbert „„ 
Gordon to your notice, We underſtand he is to apply to parliament — 1 
for an appointment to inveſtigate home productions capable of dye 

0 ſtuffs, to ſuperintend the manufacture of the ſame, and the appli- 

cation thereof when manufactured to their reſpective ſubjects. From 

5 the important diſcoveries he hath already made in diſcovering new 3 

5 dye-ſtuffs, and the proper application of them, we conſider Mr. Gor- nan 
don as a very proper perſon to be appointed for this purpoſe, provided. 2 
he makes his diſcoveries known to the public. TL 
FFT James Stevenſon, | 
9 75 John Cochran, 
5 William Stuart, 
Andrew —_— — cc] _ O 8 
William Sharp, Te oo ol 
J EEnanoe, 
7 John Pattiſon, \ 
Robert Fulton, 
John Wilſon, 1 
Claud Neilſon, N 
es Robert Hunter, 5 
James Lownds, 
5 . William Orr, 5 
5 John Orr, . . 
John Cochran, 
5 Robert Orr. 25 NP HER © 
To William M'Dowall, M. P. London. . 
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1 WIr take 5 « Bberty. to recommend. to your notice Mr: 
Cuthbert Gordon, as a gentleman of merit, whoſe. diſcoveries in 
| ſtriking good and permanent colours upon ſilk, cotton, and linen, 
from home productions, may be of high utility to the manufaQures 
of this country. . proper encouragement 15 granted AR 
We: are e reſpeQfully, 1 
Six, 15 N 

1. our moſt obedient and 5 
Moſt humble ſervants, „ VVT 
(Signed). James Wilſon, 
John Pattiſon, 
e = e Lone x 7s Re William Carliſle 85 
e Ez . dee Wy. William MI'Dowall of Garthland, TY 


vader, January 24, ee. 
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